
Important Information About Second Grade 
Please use this as a reference throughout the year for some important 

information about our classrooms. 
 
 
Second Grade Team 
Drew Sinke dsinke@isd717.org  
Kelly Pongratz kpongratz@isd717.org 
Adam Larson alarson@isd717.org 
Lauren Meyer lmeyer@isd717.org 
Rachel Houle rhoule@isd717.org 
 
 
NEWSLETTERS 
Newsletters will be posted to my classroom web page and Seesaw account at 
the end of each week. They will include important information about the week 
ahead.  Please read these over carefully so that they can be used as a guide 
for the ongoing activities in our classroom. You will find our upcoming skills and 
standards we’ll be working on in the following week. Spelling word lists and 
homework will also be sent weekly with the newsletter. 
 
 
SPECIALS 
We rotate specials on a Day#1-5 schedule. Your child will be writing the 
specials schedule for each week in their planner. If there is a day school is 
cancelled (ex. snow day), we will resume the rotation schedule when we return 
to school.  
 

Art Shirt 
Please send a shirt to school with your student.  This can be an oversized 
T-shirt or anything that can get messy.  It will be kept in your student’s 
locker and worn for art each week. 

 
Tennis Shoes 
Tennis shoes are required for physical education.  A pair of tennis shoes 
can be kept in lockers for Phy Ed. 

 
Media 
Bring books back on Media days to be returned or renewed. 
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WATER BOTTLE 
Please send a study water bottle with a secure cap to school with your child. 
Only water is going to be allowed in the bottle and water bottles will be sent 
home at the end of each week to be washed. We do not have a water 
fountain in our classroom, so it is important that students have a water bottle 
with them to drink during the day.  
 
 
BOX TOPS 
We LOVE box tops! We appreciate all the box tops we can get because they 
help us buy items for our classroom!  Please keep your eye out for these. Clip 
them, check the expiration date, and send them in! Tell your family and friends 
too!  ☺ 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
Each day, students will write in their daily planners and put assignments in their 
take-home folder if any new assignments are given or work wasn’t completed 
that day. It is your student’s responsibility to bring their take-home folder and 
planner to and from school each day.  Your student is also responsible for 
showing you what is written in his/her planner and any work that needs to be 
completed at home.  Please sign the planner on the P.I. (parent initials) line 
each night to know you are seeing what goes home daily.  Creating an 
at-home routine for the planner and homework is highly encouraged.  Feel free 
to communicate with me through the planner as I will look at it each day.  You 
are also invited to write any notes we need to know about. For example, if they 
have an early pick up or plan to be absent. 
 

Reading 
Read, read, read!  It's recommended every student reads at least 15 
minutes (outside of school) a day. This, along with practicing their spelling 
words, is considered their homework each night. Research proves this 
makes a direct impact on a child’s learning. A reading calendar will be 
sent home each month.  Please find a place where this can be posted 
and easily accessed. At the end of the month, a parent must sign the 
calendar. When reading sheet is colored and returned, I will recognize 



students who consistently read at home with a Lunch Bunch at the end of 
each month! 

 
Spelling 
Please assist/encourage your child to practice their spelling words each 
night. The words will be entered into their planners the previous Friday. A 
copy of the spelling words and Spelling Menu (optional activities) will also 
be sent out each week through Seesaw. Please remember these are 
options. You child it not limited to just these spelling activities for the week. 
It's important that your child is practicing his or her words each day in a 
way that's meaningful to them! 
 
Math 
Practicing Math Skills in various forms should also be done at home. Find 
Math all around you. Skip count, do addition and subtraction flashcards, 
play games, make up story problems and solve them, count money, 
make graphs, tell the time, find numbers on menus, nutrition information, 
coupons, advertisements, etc. Use everyday math to further your child’s 
concept of numbers and success in Math.  

 
 
J-TOWN PRIDE 
At JES, we show J-Town Pride by being: 

● Respectful 
● Responsible 
● Safe 

Your child may earn a Pride Pass by showing one of these actions/choices. Be 
sure to celebrate their accomplishments at home. Their names will also go into 
a bucket and may be pulled in a drawing to earn a special reward! 
 
 
JUST STOP AND THINKS 
At JES we give out Just Stop and Think slips to students when they need a 
reminder to show J-Town Pride (positive behavior). If your child brings one 
home, please take time to discuss why they received one then sign it and have 
your son/daughter return it to their teacher the next day. 
 
 
SNACKS 



When sending daily snacks and/or birthday treats, please be aware and 
respectful of the students with allergies in our classroom.  Avoid sending snacks 
and treats that contain any type of peanuts or tree nuts including Brazil nuts, 
cashews, walnuts, hazelnuts, almonds, macadamia nuts, pecans, or coconut. 
All snacks/treats that will be shared with the class must be store bought. 
 
 
Snack Cart 
The snack cart will be available for students to get a snack from each day.  If 
your student chooses to take snack from the snack cart, the cost is $50 for milk 
and $50 for snack for the entire year.  You can sign up for the snack cart in the 
office.  If you bring a snack from home, please choose a healthy snack to send. 
 
 
BOOK ORDERS 
Book orders are sent home monthly. If you choose to make an order you may 
simply order on-line, send a check made out to “Scholastic Book Clubs” or send 
exact cash. 
 
To order online: https://orders.scholastic.com/TWRRR 
 
 
CLASS DIRECTORY 
A Class Directory will be sent home.  You can choose to be included in this at 
Open House.  You are also able to choose the information that you would like 
to have included in the directory. 
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